
THOMAS L. HARTSELL, JR.


Attorney & Mediator

972/741-3307

Email: tom@thomashartsell.com
Web page: http://www.thomashartsell.com
Educational and Professional Experience
1977:

BSA, Business Administration University of Michigan

1980:

Juris Doctor, Michigan State University College of Law 

1980:

Admitted to Michigan Bar 

1981:

Admitted to Texas Bar  

1981-1992:
Private Practice

Hochberg & Bernstein, P.C.

Dallas, Texas 

1986 - 2020:

Board Certified by the Texas Board of 

Legal Specialization in Family Law

1992-Present:
Private Practice 

Law Offices of Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Plano, Texas 

1999- 2005:  Adjunct Faculty Member, Southern Methodist University, Department of Dispute Resolution

2006-Present: Clinical Professor, Southern Methodist University, Department of Dispute Resolution & Counseling

Recent Seminar / Professional Education Workshop Presentations 
02/09/2007
Ethics, Malpractice and the Texas Family Code

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

03/19/2007
Ethics For Mental Health Professionals



Dallas Theological Seminary

Guest Lecturer

03/30/2007
Ethics For Mental Health Professionals



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

04/20/2007
Effective Courtroom Testimony

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

06/29/2007
State Licensing Laws, Ethics & Risk Management

University of Texas At Arlington

Professional Education Workshop

07/13/2007
Ethical Reporting



Southern Methodist University

Professional Education Workshop

08/10/2007
Ethical & Legal Issues in Nursing Home and Hospice Care  



University of Texas at Arlington

Professional Education Workshop

09/14/2007
Effective Courtroom Testimony



Southern Methodist University

Morning Professional Education Workshop

09/14/2007
Ethics & Texas Family Code



Southern Methodist University

Afternoon Professional Education Workshop

10/16/2007
Ethics 



Southern Methodist University, Counseling & Psychiatric Services



In service training

12/14/2007
Ethical Issues



The Family Place



In service training

01/17/2008
Ethical Issues in Rehab Counseling

North Texas Rehabilitation Counselors



Presentation



01/25/2008
Ethics, Malpractice and the Texas Family Code

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

03/28/2008
Ethics For Mental Health Professionals



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

04/07/2008
Ethical Issues and Courtroom Testimony



Dallas Theological Seminary

Guest Lecturer

05/09/2008
Ethics & Texas Family Code



Southern Methodist University

Afternoon Professional Education Workshop

05/09/2008
Ethics & Texas Family Code

Southern Methodist University

Professional Education Workshop

05/16/2008
Ethical Reporting


University of Texas at Arlington

Professional Education Workshop

09/26/2008
Ethical Reporting


Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

11/07/2008
State Licensing Laws, Ethics & Risk Management



University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

12/12/2008
Ethical & Legal Issues For Counselors



Region 10 Education Service Center



Professional Education Workshop

01/16/2009
Ethic & Legal Issues in Nursing Home and Hospice Care

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

02/14/2009
Ethics & Pertinent Issues Facing Today’s Clinicians



Dallas Society for Psychoanalytic Social Work



Professional Education Workshop
02/20/2009
 Effective Courtroom Testimony



 University of Texas at Arlington

 Professional Education Workshop

03/06/2009
Ethics



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

04/27/2009
Legal & Ethical Issues for Mental Health Professionals



Dallas Theological Seminary

Guest Lecturer

05/01/2009
Texas Family Law for Mental Health Professionals

Southern Methodist University

Professional Education Workshop

05/01/2009
Effective Courtroom Testimony

Southern Methodist University

Professional Education Workshop

08/07/2009
Ethics, Malpractice and the Texas Family Code

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

09/03/2009
Legal & Ethical Issues for Rehabilitation Counselors 

North Texas Area Rehabilitation Association 



Presentation

09/11/2009
Ethics & Legal Issues In Counseling

Galaxy Counseling Center's 2009 Family Matters 



Conference Presentation

09/25/2009
Ethical Reporting

Southern Methodist University

  Professional Education Workshop

10/01/2009
Legal & Ethical Issues for Counselors



Mid Texas Counseling Association



Guest Speaker

11/06/2009
Legal & Ethical Issues Related to the Texas Family Code



Southern Methodist University




Professional Education Workshop

11/13/2009
Ethical Reporting, Recording, Risk Management & Reconciling the Options



University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

12/04/2009
Ethical Issues Confronting Mental Health Professionals



Region 10 Education Service Center



Professional Education Workshop

03/01/2010
Mediation



Dallas Independent School District Central Staff Leadership Academy



Guest Speaker

03/26/2010
Ethical Issues Confronting Mental Health Professionals



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

04/09/2010
Texas Family Law For Mental Health Professionals 



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop

04/09/2010
Effective Courtroom Testimony


Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop 

04/12/2010
Legal & Ethical Issues for Mental Health Professionals

Dallas Theological Seminary

Guest Lecturer

04/15/2010
Ethical & Legal Issues for Mental Health Professionals When Treating Adolescents 

Mental Health Association of Greater Dallas 34th Annual Adolescent Symposium



Professional Education Workshop

04/14/2010
Ethics & Legal Issues in Nursing Home and Hospice Care

University of Texas at Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

06/25/2010
Ethical & Legal Issues for Mental Health Professionals When Treating 



Adolescents 

North Metro Counseling Association Summer Conference

Professional Education Workshop

09/17/2010
Selected Ethical Topics For Mental Health Professionals

University of Texas at Arlington 

Professional Education Workshop

10/15/2010
Ethical & Legal Issues for Addictions & Mental Health Professionals



The Twelve Step Ministry, Inc.



Professional Education Workshop

11/12/2010
Effective Courtroom Testimony



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

02/11/2011
State Licensing Laws, Ethics & Risk Management



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

02/18/2011
Ethics: An Intensive Look At How Some Mental Health Professional Get Into 
Trouble



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop 
03/24/2011
Risk Management, Internet Malpractice and Ethics For Mental Health    Professionals


The Reunion Institute – Salesmanship Club



Professional Education Workshop

04/22/2011
Selected Ethical Topics For Mental Health Professionals

University of Texas at Arlington 

Professional Education Workshop

11/18/2011
Ethics, Malpractice, and The Texas Family Code



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

02/03/2012
Ethics: Reporting, Recording, Risk Management and Reconciling the Options



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

02/17/2012
Ethics:  An Intensive Look At How Some Mental Health Professionals Get Into 
Trouble          



Southern Methodist University



Professional Education Workshop 
03/29/2012
Opportunities In Health Care



UT Dallas Health Professions Class



Guest Lecturer
04/13/2012
Selected Ethical Topics For Mental Health Professionals

University of Texas at Arlington 

Professional Education Workshop

06/06/2012
Legal & Ethical Issues Regarding Representation of LGBTQ Children 



In DFPS Care



Dallas Casa



Professional Education Workshop
10/05/2012
Effective Courtroom Testimony



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop

12/07/2012
Ethics For Supervisors



SMU Counseling Program



Professional Education Workshop

09/27/2013
Ethics, Malpractice, and The Texas Family Code



University of Texas At Arlington



Professional Education Workshop
05/15/2014
Ethics Training



Early Childhood Development Services of Life Path Systems



Professional Education Workshop

08/08/2014
Mandatory Reporting Laws and Duties


AAMFT



Webinar

09/12/2014
Ethical Issues Confronting Mental Health Professionals

Momentous Institute

Professional Educational Presentation

03/28/2015
Challenging Scenarios Experienced By Behavioral Health Professionals

Association of Professional Behavior Analysts



Conference Speaker 

01/22/2016
Current Legislative Changes, Litigation and Issues of Importance Texas Counselors Should Be Aware Of

Northern Metro Counseling Association Winter 2016 Conference

Conference Speaker

11/05/2016
Building Bridges Across Disciplines: Innovations in CACREP Identity



Texas Counseling Association Annual Conference



Conference Panel Speaker

11/11/2016
The Case for Ethics Codes in Credentialing Standards



Institute For Credentialing Excellence 2016 Exchange



Conference Panel Speaker.

08/17/2017 
Dispute Resolution



City of Plano Department of Neighbor Services



Workshop Presenter

09/12/2017 
Family Law Legislative Update and Mediation Ethics



Southwest Conflict Resolution Network



Presenter

05/02/2018
#metoo: Can Counselors Help



Simmons School of Education and Human Development



Presenter

11/30/2018 
Establishing And Building A Private Practice As An ADR Professional



Simmons School of Education and Human Development



Presenter
03/01/2019 
Changes In The Counseling Profession From The Professional, Ethical and



Legal Perspective



Annual Conference Texas Association of Counselor Education and Supervision



Keynote Speaker
Recent Periodical Publications
Testimony Concerning The Best Interest Of The Child
September 2004

The Metro Messenger

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

Ethics Violations: What Not To Do
January 2005


The Metro Messenger

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Prescription Rights For All Mental Health Professionals


March 2005


The Metro Messenger



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein
Divorce: Separate And Community Property



March 2005


The Dallas Psychologist



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

Trials: Be Prompt, Be Prepared, Be There



May/June 2005

The Dallas Psychologist



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

Grandparent Rights

May 2005


The Metro Messenger

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Can A Money Back Guarantee Work In A Therapy Practice



August 2005


Recovery Today



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

Avoid Trouble With Boundary Issues



October 2005


The Dallas Psychologist



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ethnicity, Liability And Competence



January 2006


Recovery Today



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Don’t Let Clients Slumber On Their Rights


April 2006


Recovery Today



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Monitoring Clients On Psychotropic Meds


October 2006


Recovery Today



Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.



Barton E. Bernstein

Ethical Issue:  Client Artwork




Fall 2006 


ATCB Review


Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Ethical Issue:  Ethics in the Age of Cyberspace 



Summer 2015 


ATCB Review


Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.


                          Deborah Sharpe, ATR-BC
Ethical Issue:  Client Access to Records





Fall 2016 


ATCB Review


Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Ethical Issue: Responding To An Insurance Company’s Request For Records

                          Spring 2017 
        ATCB Review

                          Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.


Text Publications

The Portable Lawyer For The Mental Health Professionals
Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.
Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 1998 

The Portable Ethicist: An A - Z Guide To Responsible Practice
Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 2000 

The Portable Lawyer For The Mental Health Professionals, 2nd Edition

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 2004

The Portable Guide To Testifying In Court
Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 2005 

The Portable Ethicist: An A - Z Guide To Responsible Practice, 2nd Edition

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 2008 

The Portable Lawyer For The Mental Health Professionals, 3rd Edition

Thomas L. Hartsell, Jr.

Barton E. Bernstein

John Wiley & Sons Publishing, New York

Copyright, 2013
Organizational Memberships/Offices

Texas and Collin County Bar Associations

Dallas Metro Counseling Association, 1995-2000 Ethics Co-Chairman, Lifetime member

Dallas Psychological Association

Clinical Faculty Associate, U.T. Southwestern Medical Center

(School of Psychiatry) 1995 - 2013
Adjunct Faculty Texas Women's University 1997- 1999

Adjunct Faculty, North Lake College   1994 - 2010

Faculty, Clinical Professor, Associate Director Clinical Services, Southern Methodist 



University 1996 - Present

Art Therapy Credentials Board (ATCB) Board Member 2003 – 2008, 2015-2020
Art Therapy Credential Board (ATCB) Complaint Committee Member 2010 - 2014
Southwest Conference Resolution Network (SWCRN) Board Member 2004 - 2020
Galaxy Counseling Center Board Member 2008 - 2010


Awards

1985 
Distinguished Pro Bono Service Award - Dallas Bar Association 


and North Central Texas Legal Services Foundation

1996
Outstanding Service To The Counseling Profession - Dallas Metro Counseling Association

2001
Outstanding Layperson Of The Year - Dallas Metro Counseling Association

2002 
Research/Professional Writing Award - Dallas Metro Counseling Association

2015    Outstanding Faculty Award – Southern Methodist University Annette Caldwell Simmons 
School of Education and Human Development
2021
Susanne C. Adams Award – Texas Association of Mediators
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